Electric Kulintang: Susie Ibarra & Roberto Rodriguez 

With acoustic and electronic soundscapes, percussionists Ibarra and Rodriguez 

weave melodies and rhythms that evoke filipino folkloric trances 

from their new recording and upcoming release, EK : DIALECTS 

Roberto Rodriguez: electronics, claypot, cajon la peru, drumset, percussion

Susie Ibarra:  acoustic and electric kulintang, drumset, voice,keyboard, compositions

SUSIE IBARRA

Composer and Percussionist Susie Ibarra is known for her individual artistry on percussion and genre-defying music.  " In the past decade, her willingness to step out from behind the kit and embrace non jazz forms- opera, poetry experimental sound, dance-has taken her from that initial buzz from below Houston Street to international reknown as a composer, performer and proponent of folkloric music."  Catapano, NYTimes.

Recent pieces include :   solo drumset and percussion titled :  Optical Illusion - 4 meditations in Light; solo piano:  Dancesteps; opera, Shangri-La in collaboration with Pulitzer Prize poet  and librettist Yusef Komunyakaa,  Dialects; new Electric Kulintang recording with Roberto Rodriguez on Plastic Records,;Dance opera, Golden Phoenix, a work in progress in collaboration with Poet and Librettist Wang Ping;  Dreams , etudes for her trio -violin,piano and percussion.  Some of her music can be heard on recordings :  Songbird Suite; Susie Ibarra Trio , Tzadik Records, Folkloriko : Susie Ibarra compositions, Tzadik Records, Entomological Reflections; Mephista, Tzadik Records, upcoming release Dialects :  Electric Kulintang with Susie Ibarra & Roberto Rodriguez , Plastic Records.   

She received her music diploma from Mannes College of Music, and studied with innovative master drummer/ percussionist/scientist, Milford Graves and traditional master Philippine kulintang artist Danongan Kalanduyan.  Ibarra is a Yamaha Drums, Vic Firth Sticks & Mallets, and Paiste Cymbals and Gongs artist, and was nominated for Best Emerging Percussionist in Downbeat Poll Aug 2006. 

She has performed and collaborated with noted artists such as John Zorn, Dave Douglas Pauline Oliveros,Yusef Komunyakaa, Trisha Brown,  Derek Bailey, Ikue Mori, Sylvie Courvoisier, Min Xiao-Fen, William Parker, Dr. L Subramaniam, Kavita Krishnamurti, Wadada Leo Smith, Mark Dresser , Arto Lindsay, Thurston Moore, Prefuse 73, Yo La Tengo. Ibarra has toured her music in many festivals and concert halls such as Musica a Metronom Barcelona, Banlieues Bleues Jazz Festival, The Kennedy Center, Smithsonian Institute, Lincoln Center, Carnegie Hall,  Champs Elysees Opera House, Verona Jazz Festival, The Walker Art Center, Yerba Buena Arts Center, Coachella, Warp Electronic Music Festival, Aix en Provence, Jazz’em Agosto, Lisbon, Queen Elizabeth Hall, London, Vancouver Jazz and Blues Festival, among others.  Her work can be seen and heard at website: www.susieibarra.com

ROBERTO JUAN RODRIGUEZ

Born in East Havana, Cuba, percussionist and composer Roberto Rodriguez draws upon his influences of world music, pop, rock, jazz, electronic, avant garde and classical, making him one of the most versed performers as well as a unique artistic voice.  Rodriguez, a Grammy nominee and American Music Award Recipient, has performed with notable artists such as: Rufus Wainwright, Joe Jackson ,John Zorn ,Marc Ribot , Celia Cruz ,Israel “CACHAO” Lopez,Paquito D’Rivera, Julio Iglesias, Miami Sound Machine, Paul Simon, Lloyd Cole, Dr. L Subramaniam, Kavita Krishnamurti, Lester Bowie and Wadada Leo Smith.

Rodriguez can be heard on recordings: 

-Electric Kulintang: Dialects  ( Susie Ibarra & Roberto Rodriguez) Plastic, Records. ---Maurice el Medioni meets Roberto Rodriguez: Descarga Oriental, Piranha Records

-Roberto Rodriguez  ~ Baila! Gitano Baila! ~El Danzon de Moises (Tzadik Records), 

-Joe Jackon Live - Two Rainy Nights( SONY )

-Marc Ribot & los cubanos postizos (Atlantic Records)

-John Zorn, Taboo & Exile  (Tzadik Records) 

-Miami Sound Machine, Into the Light (Epic Records)

His work can be seen and heard at website:  www.robertojuanrodriguez.com

